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Ahmad ibn Tulun (835-84), the son of a Turkic slave in the Abbasid court of Baghdad, became the founder
of the first independent state in Egypt since antiquity, and builder of Egypt's short-lived third capital of the
Islamic era, al-Qata'i' and its great congregational mosque. After recounting the story of Ibn Tulun and his
successors, architectural historian Tarek Swelim presents a topographic survey of al-Qata'i', a city lost since
its complete destruction in 905. He then provides a detailed architectural analysis of the Mosque of Ibn
Tulun, which was spared the destruction and is now the oldest surviving mosque in Egypt and Africa, from
the time of its completion until today. Rare archival illustrations and early photographs document the
changing appearance and uses of the mosque in modern times, while extraordinary 3D computer renderings
take us back in time to recreate its architectural development through its early centuries. Plans, drawings, and
maps complement the history, while striking modern color photographs showcase the elegant simplicity of
the building's architecture and decoration.
This definitive and generously illustrated book will appeal to scholars and students of Islamic art history, as
well as to anyone interested in or inspired by the beauty of early mosque architecture.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

This book untitled Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and Great Mosque to be one of several books which best seller
in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Bethany Christiansen:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and Great Mosque can be your answer since it can be read by
you actually who have those short time problems.

Tyrone Knudson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and
Great Mosque which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Stacy Vincent:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and
Great Mosque to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and study it. Beside that the reserve Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and Great Mosque can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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